
 

December 10, 2018 

Dear Supporter: 

What began as an idea that morphed into a conversation among friends and evolved into a roundtable discussion has now become a four-year-old 

reality: The Cultivating Change Foundation. The Foundation’s mission is straightforward but by no means simple- valuing and elevating LGBT 

agriculturalists through advocacy, education, and community.  

First and foremost, thank you for your continued support of and belief in the Foundation. Whether you have attended our annual Summit or a 

Regional Reception, hosted a Foundation representative as a guest speaker, invested financially, helped set up a collegiate chapter, or any of the 

many other ways we’ve received support, thank you.  

Over the past twelve months, the Foundation has worked diligently with leaders from across the U.S. to ensure ALL individuals who are passionate 

about agriculture, food, and our rural communities feel welcome and included. A few highlights from the year have been:  

● 500+ leaders empowered at our annual Summit and Regional Receptions 

● 3,000+ reached through various communication platforms 

● 12+ colleges and universities impacted by collegiate chapters and speakers 

We revised the format of the annual Summit to ensure we keep the parts attendees find most beneficial while re-aligning components that needed 

adjusting based on attendee feedback. Be sure to check out the revised schedule here.  

As a board, we know that 2019 is going to be an even more impactful year for the Foundation. At our recent board meeting, we defined our 2019 

vision for impact, which can be found here. The strategies include: 

● Collegiate Chapters. Providing a home for LGBTQ students and allies in the college of agriculture in universities across the country is 

crucial for a successful global agriculture workforce. This year we will expand chapters at institutions, launching nearly a dozen new 

chapters in 2019. 

● Regional Caucuses. Through industry D&I roundtable discussions, business and industry tours, and networking receptions, our regional 

caucuses allow us to take the mission of the foundation on the road. This initiative takes us to the heart of agriculture and allows us to 

celebrate the incredible people moving the industry forward. Six caucuses coast-to-coast will be conducted in 2019. 

● Industry & Youth Events.  Through building symbiotic partnerships with agriculture organizations, we’ll conduct D&I workshops, host 

networking events, and reach a larger audience of agriculturists across the country, connecting into youth, collegiate, and professional 

agricultural organizations and societies. These events will also be a space for the collection of the much needed and nonexistent 

demographic data in the LGBTQ/agriculture community. 

Here’s where we need your help. The Foundation has grown to a point where we need additional support.  

To date, the Foundation has been led and operated by its volunteer board of directors and project partner - Studio 5 - Learning + Development. 

Studio 5 has been and will continue to be a valued partner in creating educational programming and activities. And, we are now securing resources 

to bring on additional support to ensure the Foundation has the continued leadership and skills needed to grow outreach, partnerships, 

communications, and more.  

The board of directors set a goal to raise $100,000 in individual gifts over the next six months. And, for each $100 or more donation, the board 

will match your gift with a $100 contribution. 

We know you find the mission and work of the Foundation as important as we do, and we look forward to continuing to be a leading voice for 

increased diversity and inclusion within the agriculture and food industry and our rural communities. Please consider a gift to the Cultivating 

Change Foundation as we close 2018.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

2018-2019 Board of Directors 
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http://www.cultivatingchangefoundation.org/agenda/
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