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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Cultivating Change Foundation is to 
value and elevate LGBTQ+ agriculturists through advocacy, 
education, and community.

The Cultivating Change Summit, a capstone of The 
Cultivating Change Foundation, brings together Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi, Transgender, and Questioning (LGBTQ+) 
agriculturists in and around agriculture (and allies), a 
group rarely represented in either of the communities 
of which they are a part—the agriculture community 
or the LGBTQ+ community—for the most unique profes-
sional development conference ever.

— KAREN ROSS — 

Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture and

Cultivating Change Summit 2016 Opening Keynote Speaker



OUR IMPACT ON THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY
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STARTED IN APRIL 2015

We provide an integrated experience                  
                    that transcends across generations.

                  We connect students to agriculture
companies leading efforts in workplace equality. 

                  We lead national efforts in providing 
leadership and professional development for
LGBTQ+ agriculturists and our allies.  

                         We recognize leadership in inclusive                  
                      excellence within agricultural companies who are 
                          doing incredible work for LGBTQ+ agriculturists.

                  We build intentional and inclusive communities
by empowering LGBTQ+ leaders to unify all sectors of
the agriculture industry across the globe.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT MARCUS LEE HOLLAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT 916.812.2690 OR AT MHOLLAN@CULTIVATINGCHANGEFOUNDATION.ORG.



THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE

The annual Cultivating Change Summit 
convenes over 250 leaders from around the 
world to share strategies and best practices 
to create Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
and Questioning agriculture-industry equality, 
inclusive of all sexual orientations, gender 
identities, and expressions. Investment by our 
corporate and organizational partners under-
writes the Cultivating Change Summit and 
ongoing work of the Foundation.

“We can empower people to move forward and be happy with their 
true self by creating workshops that focus on LGBTQ+ issues in the 
Ag sector. I have spent most of my life searching for others that are 
in a similar situation because I was lost and felt unaccepted in my 
teens and twenties. If the Cultivating Change Foundation existed 
then, I may have saved myself years of inner battles.”

— LEON ETCHEPARE   General Manager/Partner, Emerald Farms

“The Cultivating Change Summit provides that needed connection. 
It also is working to break down barriers and biases held within the 
agricultural community. As a Transgender Woman, I would like the 
opportunity to return to farming one day; the Summit is working
to break down barriers within the agricultural community that will 
help make this dream possible.”

— ELISABETH “ELISE” MILLER   Area Engineer, USDA NRCS

“Cultivating Change Summit provides meaningful context to engage 
with students about issues of inclusion and equity. The summit can 
connect individuals in a purposeful way to build a network of allies in 
the LGBTQ+ community. Lessons can be expanded into formal and 
non-formal educational settings in agriculture.”

— DR. TIFFANY DRAPE   Faculty, Virginia Tech

“Cultivating Change Summit fosters an environment that welcomes 
people from many different life paths and creates a warm place to 
connect with others who accept you. Cultivating Change Summit is 
also a place for establishing social and business connections with 
brilliant and talented folks.”

— ANDREW PENTECOSTA   General Manager, Sees by Design, Inc.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT MARCUS LEE HOLLAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT 916.812.2690 OR AT MHOLLAN@CULTIVATINGCHANGEFOUNDATION.ORG.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – SACRAMENTO, CALIF.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT MARCUS LEE HOLLAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT 916.812.2690 OR AT MHOLLAN@CULTIVATINGCHANGEFOUNDATION.ORG.

The Cultivating Change Foundation is hosting the third annual 
Cultivating Change Summit June 21–23, 2017 in Sacramento, 
Calif.

The Cultivating Change Summit is an effort to bring together 
Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Transgender, Questioning (LGBTQ+), and allied 
agriculturists in and around agriculture, a group that is rarely 
represented in either of the communities of which they are a 
part – the agriculture community or the LGBTQ+ community – 
for the most unique professional development conference ever.

Over the three days, the Cultivating Change Summit will fea-
ture 40 speakers, workshop presenters, and keynotes delivering 
content focused on four different areas: agricultural education, 
production agriculture, government and policy in agriculture, 
and urban agriculture. The main summit events will take place 
at Capitol Plaza Halls, 1025 9th Street, Sacramento, CA, 95814, 
United States.  

The Summit is the first of its kind providing a safe space for 
LGBTQ+ agriculturalists to come together and connect through 
a shared experience. This Summit will allow LGBTQ+ agricultur-

ists of the past, present, and future to see that they are not 
alone and recognize the agricultural industry needs all of us for 
a sustainable future. 

About the Cultivating Change Foundation
Founded in 2015, the Cultivating Change Foundation, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit, focused on valuing and elevating LGBTQ 
agriculturists through advocacy, education, and community.

Tickets and more information about the summit are available 
at www.cultivatingchangefoundation.org.
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THANK YOU
for your support!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Marcus Lee Hollan, Executive Director at 916.812.2690
or at mhollan@cultivatingchangefoundation.org.


